
 

  

 
Minutes 

BROWN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Wednesday, April 3, 2019 

Green Bay Metro Transportation Center  
901 University Avenue, Commission Room 

Green Bay, 54302 - 6:30 p.m. 
ROLL CALL: 

Paul Blindauer x  Kathleen Janssen x  Terry Schaeuble  

Brian Brock x  Dotty Juengst Exc  Glen Severson x 

Norbert Dantinne, Jr. x  Dave Kaster x  Ray Suennen x 

Bernie Erickson x  Michelle Kerr x  Norbert Van De Hei Exc 

Kim Flom* x  Patty Kiewiz Exc  Jason Ward x 

Steve Grenier x  Dave Landwehr x  Matthew Woicek x 

Mark Handeland x  Aaron Linssen x  Reed Woodward x 

Matthew Harris x  Michael Malcheski    

Frederick Heitl x  Austin Miloszewicz Exc   

Phil Hilgenberg Exc  Gary Pahl x  City of Green Bay (Vacant) 

 
Others Present: Everett Butzine, Lisa Conard, Chuck Lamine, Cole Runge, *Peter Schleinz for Kim Flom, 
Dan Teaters, and Devin Yoder. 
 
1. Approval of the minutes of the February 6, 2019 regular meeting of the Brown County Planning 

Commission Board of Directors. 
 
A motion was made by B. Brock, seconded by G. Severson, to approve the minutes of the February 6, 
2019 regular meeting of the Brown County Planning Commission Board of Directors.  Motion carried. 

 
2. Receive and place on file meeting minutes of the Brown County Transportation Coordinating 

Committee (TCC) 
a. December 4, 2017  
b. March 12, 2018 
c. June 11, 2018 
d. September 10, 2018 
e. December 3, 2018 
f. March 11, 2019   

 
A motion was made by S. Grenier, seconded by G. Pahl, to receive and place on file the December 4, 
2017, March 12, 2018, June 11, 2018, September 10, 2018, December 3, 2018, and March 11, 2019  
meeting minutes of the Brown County Transportation Coordinating Committee (TCC).  Motion carried. 
 

3. Receive and place on file the Draft March 13, 2019 BCPC Board of Directors Transportation 
Subcommittee meeting minutes.  
 
A motion was made by G. Pahl, seconded by G. Severson, to receive and place on file the Draft March 
13, 2019 BCPC Board of Directors Transportation Subcommittee meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 
 

4. Discussion and action regarding draft goals and objectives for the Brown County Comprehensive Plan 
Update. 

 
D. Yoder presented via PowerPoint. 

 
D. Yoder noted that staff consulted several resources to help draft the goals and objectives.   

1. The Greater Green Bay Community Foundation’s 2016 LIFE Study provides a range of 
community indicators to help identify community wellness in Brown County.   

2. The Bay Area Community Council’s 2018 Greater Green Bay – Envisioning the Future report 
examines key change factors that might shape the future of Brown County and the Green Bay 



 

  

metro area, and a range of goals and strategies to shape that future.  This report is built from 
the data and information collected in the 2016 LIFE study. 

3. The Greater Green Bay Chamber created the Economic Development Strategic Plan in 2017 
for the Greater Green Bay area.  The strategic plan is to help guide the metropolitan area’s 
economic development, specifically around the most promising economic growth opportunities 
based on current conditions and analysis.  This plan helped integrate economic development 
opportunities into the goals and objectives for the 2019 Brown County Comprehensive Plan.   

4. The Brown County Planning Commission created online surveys for the different plan 
elements, and solicited community feedback for these through a variety of sources.   

D. Yoder reviewed the comments staff received through the online survey by category: 
  

o Envisioning BC - Land Use in Brown County (77 responses) 
Positives: 

 Parks and open space 

 Water resources - the Bay, rivers, streams, and lakes 

 Downtown Green Bay rejuvenation 
Concerns: 

 Sprawl and development in rural areas 

 Some commercial areas faring better than others 
Favorite places: 

 Parks, Bay Beach, Wildlife Sanctuary  
 

o Connecting BC - Transportation in Brown County (68 responses) 

 Majority felt they had ability to get around, but more difficult for people without a 
car in rural areas, and kids. 

 Existing highway network is in good condition 

 Would like to see more:  
 Bus stops; 
 Bicycle facilities;  
 Improved surface street conditions; 
 Inter-city travel options 

 
o Living In BC - Housing in Brown County (33 responses) 

 Need more housing options for young adults, young families, and empty 
nesters/older adults 

 Newer housing is not affordable 

 Quality and affordability;  

 Neglect 
 

o Building BC - Economic Development in Brown County (26 responses) 

 Educational opportunities 
 Good educational options 
 Continue to link job training and educational partnerships 

 Economy diverse, continue to grow more skilled labor 

 Talent retention 
 

o Exploring BC - Natural and Cultural Resources in Brown County (33 responses) 

 Water resources and parks 

 Protect unique natural features 

 Continue to protect air and water quality 

 Opportunities for more educational and cultural opportunities 



 

  

o Farming BC - Agriculture in Brown County (26 responses) 

 Farmland protection 

 Farmers’ markets 

 Educational and marketing opportunities 

 Agricultural runoff and water quality 

 Limit subdivisions/development in rural areas 
 

o Uniting BC - Intergovernmental Cooperation and Utility and Community Facilities (26 
responses) 

 Generally positive responses for County facilities 

 Questions and concerns about future energy production 

 Flood protection and stormwater management 

 Continued cooperation between communities 

 Service sharing 
 

o Healthy BC - Health in Brown County (39 responses) 

 Lack of healthy food options and grocery stores in some areas 

 Exercise and climate 

 Mental health services and health care costs 
 
o General Comments (27 responses) 

 Homelessness issues 

 Recruiting and retaining talent to region – don’t get left behind to other areas in WI 
and Upper Midwest  

 Continue to plan proactively – prevent future problems 

 Collaborating across jurisdictions and service consolidation 
 

G. Pahl stated that he agrees with the need for mental health services and the need to get mental 
health service information to the public. 
 
R. Suennen asked if the results of the online survey surprised staff. 
 
D. Yoder noted that lack of “bridge” comments surprised him. 
 
A. Linssen agreed that it is important to emphasize infill development and avoid sprawl.  A. Linssen 
asked what kind of tools were available to staff. 

 
D. Yoder noted that municipal strategies for doing so include permitting processes and tapping into 
funding resources. 
 
C. Lamine noted that on the county end, the Brown County housing rehabilitation program can assist 
(The City of Green Bay has a similar program).  Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and sewer service area 
controls can be used as tools. 

  
Discussion occurred regarding the high density Centennial Center development located in the Village 
of Hobart. 
 
K. Janssen noted that the Town of New Denmark uses zoning to preserve the rural atmosphere of the 
town. 
 
M. Handeland noted that he grew up in Milwaukee and noted that in the 1960s and 1970s people left 
the core.  Now, people are moving back to the core. 
 
S. Grenier noted the City of Green Bay is developing land on South Broadway known as the Shipyard 
and noted it is a great example of infill.  

 
Staff noted that individual draft chapters will be presented at upcoming meetings. 
 
A motion was made by G. Pahl, seconded by J. Ward, to receive and place on file was the draft goals 
and objectives for the Brown County Comprehensive Plan Update.  Motion carried. 



 

  

 
 

5. Presentation and discussion on the completed Town of Holland Comprehensive Plan Update. 
 

C. Lamine noted that it is important to keep the planning commission informed on the work staff does 
for Brown County communities. 
 
D. Teaters noted that the Brown County Planning Commission staff was hired by the Town of Holland 
to complete a comprehensive plan.  The work began in 2017 and was completed in 2018.   
 
D. Teaters noted that Holland is a very rural community and not a lot of change had occurred since the 
last comprehensive plan was prepared.  However, this process allows staff and the community to review 
policies and procedures and identify what has worked and what has not worked.  D. Teaters noted that 
this is the town’s plan and not Brown County’s plan.  Every effort is made by staff to reflect the wishes 
of the town. 
 
D. Teaters continued that the town, in its efforts to maintain a rural atmosphere, relies on its zoning 
code and the Brown County Farmland Preservation Plan. 
 
F. Heitl noted that he represents the town on the planning commission.  F. Heitl noted that D. Teaters 
did a fantastic job.  D. Teaters was fair, impartial, and transparent. 

 
6. Director’s Report. 

a. Welcome Everett Butzine, Planner 1 – Housing 
 
C. Lamine welcomed E. Butzine to the staff.  E. Butzine is a graduate of UW-Oshkosh with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Urban Planning.  E. Butzine has worked for the Winnebago County Housing Authority and 
the City of Oshkosh.  C. Lamine stated that E. Butzine would be working with the housing rehabilitation 
program and Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. 
 
C. Lamine stated that staff will be presenting the draft Safe Harbor Study at a future meeting.  Staff 
received a Coastal Management Grant to complete the study. 
 
C. Lamine stated that with the addition of the Brown County Housing Authority, the PALS department 
floor plan was redesigned to accommodate an additional office needed for staff. 
 
C. Lamine, project manager for the (Science Technology, Engineering and Math) STEM building, stated 
construction is proceeding.  However, there have been numerous bad weather days since construction 
began and the project was recently accelerated to allow for a completion date of August 15, 2019.  The 
building is located on the UW-Green Bay campus and will house 80 engineering students this fall. 
 

7. Brown County Planning Commission staff updates on work activities during the months of February 
and March 2019.  
 
A motion was made by S. Grenier, seconded by A. Linssen, to receive and place on file the staff updates 
on work activities during the months of February and March 2019.  Motion carried. 
 

8. Other matters. 
 
K. Janssen noted that a Canadian National (CN) rail crossing on Frontier Street (near the Twin Oaks 
Golf course) is in poor condition and considers it to be a hazard.  Requests by the town to CN have 
gone unanswered.  K. Janssen asked if Brown County had any type of authority over rail/street 
crossings.   
 
C. Runge noted that past attempts to engage rail companies in this regard have gone unanswered and 
Brown County has no authority over crossings.   
 
The crossing are owned by the rail company and communities are not allowed to go in and fix them on 
their own. 
 
B. Brock and S. Grenier confirmed. 



 

  

 
G. Pahl noted that the Town of Wrightstown cut the grass in roadway ditches last fall which helped with 
the flooding the area experienced this spring. 
 
G. Paul advocated for cover crops to slow run-off. 

 
9. Adjourn. 

 
A motion was made by G. Paul, seconded by G. Severson, to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 

 


